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1.0                CLIMATE CHANGE, COP-UNFCCC, AND NIGERIA’S INDC

To know climate change, it is necessary to understand what weather and climate are.

Weather is the short term state of the atmosphere at a specific time and place. These conditions

include, temperature, humidity, wind, cloud cover, etc. A day can have more than one weather

condition; it could be cloudy in the morning and be sunny by afternoon. The climate of a

specific place on earth is its typical statistical average of weather over a long period of time.

This is why Lagos, Nigeria, has an average temperature of 29° Celsius, which is higher than

the temperature of New York, USA with an average temperature of 4° Celsius. Climate change,

therefore, is the alteration of the average weather condition of a place. This change is causing

extreme distortions to the regular weather conditions of Earth, leading to changes in annual

rainfall, temperature, etc.

A good question to ask is “Is this the first time Earth’s climate is changing?” – No.

According to scientists, climate change is not new; the planet is thousands of years old and it

has experienced warmer and cooler periods. This leads to the question “Why are we concerned

about climate change now?” – The reason is that previous periods of climate change have been

somewhat natural, caused by the Earth’s orbit, intense energy from the sun, or volcanic

eruptions, etc. Scientists have called the present climate change, which started in the mid

1900s, as man-made. Man’s need for energy over the ages has resulted in the release of harmful

gases into the atmosphere, which absorbs them. These gases are known as greenhouse gases,

and they absorb heat energy emitted from the Earth’s surface and re-radiate it back to the

Earth’s surface. This cycle restricts the Earth’s ability to lose all of its heat from the surface at

night. The five most profound greenhouse gases in terms of prominence are: carbon dioxide

(CO2), Methane (CH4), Surface-level ozone (O3), Nitrous oxides (N2O) and fluorinated

(halocarbons), and Water vapour (H2o).

Scientists predict that Earth’s temperature will keep rising, regardless of these gases,

leading to the concept of Global Warming. Global warming is the long-term increase in Earth’s

average temperature. A reduction in the amount of these gases in the atmosphere would reduce

the rate temperatures are rising and give our planet more time to recover. The impacts of

climate change are rising sea levels and melting snow and ice cover. These will lead to more

heat waves, droughts, and stronger hurricanes, among other things. These natural events will

have effects on human activities and interactions, so much so that the national and global

economy could be threatened. The United Nations therefore established the Conference of

Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP-UNFCCC).

The Federal Government of Nigeria presented a document known as Nigeria’s Intended

Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC), at the Paris Conference on Climate Change in

December, 2015. The document, which was prepared by the Federal Ministry of

Environment, highlighted actions Nigeria was willing to take to ensure it contributes its quota

to combating Climate Change.

Nigeria has a population of 182 million people and a median age of eighteen years

(National Population Commission 2016). The country has averaged a GDP annual growth

rate of 3.95 percent from 1982 to 2016 (National Bureau of Statistics 2017). The fossil fuel

producing country is the seventh largest gas flaring nation in the world and it contributes 40

percent of all of Africa’s flared gas (GGFR World Bank 2016; Bukola Saraki 2017). The

INDC highlighted how the country will meet the 2030 target on Climate Change. Two years

after its adoption, there is a need to examine the country’s progress on their contribution.
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Graph one (1): Global gas flaring index

Source: NOAA/GGFR



Nigeria vision 2000 and vision 2010 were aimed at tackling the economy, education,

urbanization, unemployment, corruption, and infrastructure. However, these did not

materialise, as they turned out to be white elephant targets. The country presently has more

than 10.5 million children out of school (UNICEF 2017) and an unemployment rate of 14.2

percent means 28.58 million people of its working population are unemployed (National

Bureau of Statistics 2017). These, and some other statistics, are indications that the country

may not meet its vision 20:2020, aimed to position the country +as one of the top twenty

economies by the year 2020. With this record of lack of political will to see visions to

achievements, it is necessary for well meaning citizens and organisations to check the

progress of Nigeria on vision 2030. Table 1, gives an insight into key measures for targets and

we will analyse the INDC progress with these indicators.

1.1 ENDING GAS FLARING BY 2030

Nigeria is a petroleum producing nation with a crude oil production of 2.7 mbpd (NNPC

2017). Gas flaring has been routine since Shell Darcy discovered oil, in 1956, at Oloibiri,

Bayelsa State. In 2016, Nigeria committed to the World Bank-led Global Gas Flaring

Reduction (GGFR) partnership to end routine gas flaring and unlocking the nation’s gas

potential. About 8 billion cubic meters of gas is flared in Nigeria annually making the country

the seventh largest gas flaring nation in the world (World Bank satellite data 2016). Analysis

of the data showed Nigeria reduced gas flaring by about 2 billion cubic meters from 2012 to

2015. The Federal Ministry of Petroleum, in 2016, announced the endorsement of the ‘Zero

routine flaring by 2030’ initiative. According to the Minister of State for Petroleum

Resources, Ibe Kachikwu, the presently flared gas can be channelled to provide energy for 50

percent of households which are not connected to the national grid. Stating the need to halt

economic losses, such as the $850 million in 2015 lost to gas flaring, and to end the emission

of 25 million tons of Carbon Dioxide into the atmosphere. The passage of the Petroleum

Industry Governance Bill may be an inhibitor if not properly managed.

The Nigerian Senate passed the Petroleum Industry Governance Bill (PIGB), in May

2017; with grey areas for the environment. The main objectives of the Bill, according to Ibe

Kachikwu, includes the creation of efficient and effective governing institutions with clear

and separate roles for the petroleum industry; establishment of a framework for the creation

of commercially oriented and profit-driven entities. The PIGB split the administrative aspect

of the NNPC into the Nigerian Petroleum Regulatory Commission (NPRC), Nigerian

Petroleum Assets Management Company (NPAMC), and the National Petroleum Company

(NPC).

Source: Nigeria’s INDC
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By virtue of section 20 (Environmental objective), of the 1999 constitution, the Federal

Ministry of Environment, was empowered to have overriding authority on environmental issues

in the country. The Ministry’s ability to oversee environmental matters in the Petroleum sector

has been tinkered with in the PIGB. Item (d) of page 23, of the PIGB 2017, as seen on table 2

below, has limited the powers of the Federal Ministry of Environment in the sector. In Nigeria,

one of the vital ways of making environmental polluters accountable for their actions is through

litigations.

Section 31 and section 61, have limited the duration of any litigation against offenders to a

period of twelve months. This time-frame is deemed insufficient due to the need for

prosecuting parties to collate evidences, raise funds to finance suits, etc. The Bill is an inhibitor.

The reduction of litigation time against environmental offenders and the ceding of

powers from the Federal Ministry of Environment to the new Petroleum Regulatory

Commission, without appropriate economic incentives for oil producers to halt gas flaring,

may encourage some of them to persist; legally, they know they are likely to escape

punishment. Furthermore, the Senate has proposed the Gas Flaring Prohibition and

Punishment Bill 2017. This Bill is aimed at changing the current fine of ₦ 10 ($ 0.03) as

punishment for Gas Flaring, which has been in place for thirty-nine years. It has passed

through its second reading and public hearing stages. However, the PIGB is likely to affect

whatever punishment the bill proposes, as oil companies need only to let cases tarry in court

for a period of twelve months under technicalities of the law.
Table two (2): Restriction of FME

Source: PIG Bill 2017

Source: PIG Bill 2017

Table three (3): Restriction of litigation period
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The content and timely passage of, the Gas Flaring Prohibition and Punishment Bill 2017; will

help give an insight into the political-will of Nigeria, to end gas flaring by 2030, and improve

its GGFR standings, currently in seventh position, as seen in the image below.

1.2 OFFGRID SOLAR PV OF 13 GW(13,000 MW) BY 2030

According to the Federal Minister of Power, Works, and Housing, Babatunde Fashola,

Nigeria’s electricity capacity stood at 5075 mega watts in July 2017. The country has struggled

with the nightmare of epileptic power supply due to losses in transmission and distribution,

high infrastructure cost, lack of maintenance of some power plants, and sabotage. Though

Nigerians will welcome improved power supply from any source, the Federal Government has

committed to generating 13 GW of solar power by 2030. A motivating factor for clean power

could be the increasing complicated conditions of fossil-based grid generation. The coastal

latitudes of Nigeria have an annual average radiation of 12.6 mega joule per square meter,

while the far northern region experiences annual radiation of 25.2 mega joule per square meter

(Nigeria Bulk Electricity Trading Company 2016). This gives support to the Nigerian

Governments claims that about 600,000 MW of electricity can be generated yearly in Nigeria.

With an estimated industrial demand of 40,000 MW and household demand of 21, 000 MW, the

country

can meet all its power demands from renewable sources, such as solar power. In July 2016,

the Federal Government signed a power purchasing agreement with twelve firms for the

construction of solar power plants in eight states that will generate 975 MW(0.975 GW) of

electricity. The solar plants will be built in Enugu, FCT Abuja, Nasarawa, Kaduna, Katsina,

Sokoto, Bauchi, and Plateau State. The project is estimated to cost $2.5 billion and take

within twelve to eighteen months to execute. Nigeria is in a recession and also experiencing a

high inflation rate of 16.25 percent. This is due to the reduction in foreign revenue caused by

continuous low oil prices and a foreign reserves that has dwindled from $34.49 billion in

January 2015 to $30.8 billion in March 2017. The country is seemingly incapable of funding

the solar projects thus making it a private venture. Twelve companies would invest the $2.5

billion while the Nigeria Bulk Electricity Trading Company will be the guaranteed buyer of

the power generated. This will promote a willing-seller-willing-buyer regime in a bid to sell

the country to investors. On completion, the power consumers are proposed to pay 11.5 cent

per kilowatt-hour as kick-off tariff.

Continuous investments such as this would help the country achieve the set target of

producing 13 GW of solar power by 2030. The major hindrance to this is the Government’s

inability to continually woo more investors into the power sector. In June, a former Minister

of Power, and Chairman of Geometric Power, Prof. Bart Nnaji, gave insights into this while

speaking at the Nigerian Gas Association (NGA) Business Forum in Lagos. He stated a lack

of desire from investors at the Denmark Power Conference 2017 (Africa Energy Forum) to

invest in Nigeria’s power sector. According to him, investors were displeased with the lack of

will from the Nigerian Government to enforce agreements and contracts to its letters. Prof.

Bart Nnaji highlighted the absence of cost-reflective tariffs, transmission challenges, and

value chain misalignment as the main factors hindering foreign investments in the Nigerian

power sector. The constant interference of Government into private-led investments in the

power sector, especially on tariff, is a grey area which must be corrected before investors can

put their money in the power sector. Nigeria is ranked 169 out of 190 countries on the ease of

doing business with a Doing Business rating of 44.6 percent and a contract enforcing rating

of 139 out of 190 (World Bank Group 2017).

To meet the INDC target on solar power Nigeria may need to give more freedom to

investors, especially in regard to tariffs. The deregulation of the power sector is required to

open room for genuine investors. Otherwise, the INDC measure on solar power will be an

impossible target.

Graph two (2): Global gas flaring intensity index

Source: NOAA/GGFR index 2015
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1.3 TRANSPORT SHIFT FROM CARS TO MASS TRANSIT

Nigeria has a population of 182 million people who need to commute with ease and

convenience; An inefficient public transport system makes this a highly demanding

achievement. This target cuts across building of public infrastructure and the development of

efficient public transport models and systems. Only 28,980 km of road has been developed out

of Nigeria’s 193,200 km total length of road network (Babatunde Fashola 2015; David

Temitope 2017). Of the developed road networks, thousands of kilometres are in hideous

conditions, increasing travel time, road users’ cost, and maintenance cost. The rail and water

transportation system have not been efficiently utilised and managed. This causes the roads to

be Nigeria’s most used mode of transportation for people and goods. The unreliable public

transportation has lead to an influx of cars into the country for people who can afford them.

Nigeria had registration of approximately 10.6 million vehicles from 2003 to 2016 (FRSC

2016; David Temitope 2017). Furthermore, there are about 11.5 million vehicles plying

Nigerian roads (National Bureau of Statistics, 2017). The market characteristics of Nigeria is

largely a used car market, with a ratio of new to used cars at about 1:134. In 2014. An analysis

of age of the cars within the country,showed that 10 percent were less than three years old, and

about 63 percent aging over eleven years (PwC 2015).

A car will produce 8.89 x 10-3 metric tons of Carbon dioxide (CO2) per every 3.78 litres

(1 gallon) of gasoline used during combustion (USEPA 2015). The average fuel economy is

about 26.8 miles per gallon (GFEI, 2016). According to the United States Environmental

Protection Agency in 2016. To determine the annual greenhouse gas emission per mile, the

calculation is thus:

8.89 x 10−3𝑚𝑒𝑡𝑟𝑖𝑐 𝑡𝑜𝑛𝑠 𝑜𝑓CO2 𝑝𝑒𝑟 𝑔𝑎𝑙𝑙𝑜𝑛 𝑜𝑓 𝑔𝑎𝑠𝑜𝑙𝑖𝑛𝑒

26.8 𝑚𝑖𝑙𝑒𝑠 𝑝𝑒𝑟 𝑔𝑎𝑙𝑙𝑜𝑛
= 0.0033

0.0033 𝑥 1CO2 x 1CH4 x 1 N2O
0.986 CO2

= 3.33 𝑥10−4 metric tons CO2E ∕ mile

Research on the average vehicle mileage travelled by cars in Nigeria was conducted by

Carmudi, in 2015. The result showed Nigeria’s average was higher by 22.8 percent, than the

global average of 51, 764 km; pegging Nigeria’s average vehicle mileage travel at 63,566 km

(39411 miles). With 11.5 million vehicles, Nigerian vehicles have produced 1.49 trillion

metric tons of CO2E by 2016. Vehicles with better miles per gallon are on the horizon but for

a country such as Nigeria, improving public transport is the best way to go. The country has

shown it wants to improve its rail network with the construction of a semi-electric rail

system, such as the Lagos Rail Mass Transit Project presently under construction, and the

proposed Lagos-Kaduna, Lagos-Calabar, and Lagos-Ibadan rail projects. Apart from

administrative need to speed-up vehicle boarding process, optimize station placement, and

reduce traffic congestion, the country at large has a vast public transport infrastructure

requirements.

Infrastructure and management need to be improved for public road transportation, rail-

based transportation, water transportation, pricing mechanism, etc. The financial cost of light

rail systems, BRT systems, intelligent transportation systems (ITS), and efficient water

transport systems is very high for Nigeria, especially in the present economic circumstances.

The Government will need to allow most of this infrastructure to be done by the private

sector, so as to boost competition, with strong public sector oversight. However, the

Government needs to educate the users about such ventures for them to survive, as investors

will prefer a cost-reflective fare price. This effective method of satisfying investors and

providing quality infrastructure may be met with resistance from some people, due to the fare

prices. This has been one of the reasons the Government sometimes does not go through on

business agreements with investors, as cost-reflective prices are easily made political. The

Government must find a way past this if it is to meet this target. 5

Image one (1): Queue at a BRT station in Lagos.
Source: Guardian Newspaper  2016.



1.4 CLIMATE SMART AGRICULTURE AND REFORESTATION

Food security is one of Nigeria’s challenges. Communal clashes mainly due to land

disputes, herdsmen violence and the activities of the Boko Haram terrorist sect has resulted in

low agricultural produce. The country presently has a food inflation rate of 19.91 percent

(National Bureau of Statistics 2017), indicating continued pressure in food prices. The renewed

zeal for agriculture by some youths in the country may be a paradigm shift towards a food

secured nation; with over half a million youths applying for the agriculture program of the

Federal Government social development scheme, N-Power. Without designated grazing lands

and ranches, and pastoralist system of production contributing over 90 percent of cattle

production, monitoring of cattle production is a challenge. The culture of Nigerians in general,

and Southern Nigerians, makes them require a substantial amount of palm oil in their food. This

comes at a price, i.e. the indiscriminate release of palm oil mill effluent (POME) into the

environment. Bush burning is also a challenging cultural practice as it happens across the

country at the beginning of every farming season.

The Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development released its livestock census

in 2016. According to the Federal Minister, Audu Ogbeh, the National Agricultural Sample

Survey indicated the country has 19.5 million cattle, 72.5 million goats, 41.3 million sheep, 7.1

million pigs, 28,00 camels, 145 million chickens, 11.6 million ducks, 1.2 million turkeys, and

974,499 donkeys. These figures show Nigeria contributes a high amount of greenhouse gases

(methane) through agriculture. According to the United Nations Food and Agriculture

Organization (FAO), agriculture is responsible for 18 percent of the total release of greenhouse

gases worldwide (this is more than the whole contribution of the transportation sector).

Henning Steinfeld, Chief of FAO’s Livestock information and Policy Branch, stated that 1 kg of

meat from beef will produce 34.6 kg of CO2E, lamb will produce 17.4 kg of CO2E, pork will

produce 6.35 kg of CO2E, and chicken will produce 4.57 kg of CO2E. A cow will produce an

average of 70-120 kg of Methane per year (DEFRA UK 2011). Methane (CH4) produces a

negative effect on the climate that is 2300 percent higher than the effect of Carbon dioxide

(CO2). With regards to the population of cattle in Nigeria, the amount of Methane (CH4)

produced per year from cattle in Nigeria is estimated to be 1.8 million metric tons of CO2E.

The Federal Government will need to arrest the situation by improving feeding practices, the

handling of manure, and the adaptation of improved genetics. Emissions from bush burning can

only be stopped through proper agricultural extension programs aimed at enlightening farmers,

and giving them incentives, so as to halt the cultural practices of bush burning.

According to the United Kingdom Department for Environmental, Food and Rural

Affairs in its publication on new diets for cows, it is nutritionally possible to reduce methane

emissions and nitrogen excretion from cattle and sheep. This is done by increasing the maize

silage from 25 percent to 75 percent to reduce methane emission per kg milk. Cultivation of

high-sugar grasses could also reduce methane emissions by 20 percent for every kilogram of

weight gain. The long term benefits of changing animal diets need to be considered alongside

both the environmental impacts, practicality, and the cost for the agriculture industry. The

total capital expenditure for the Federal Ministry of Agriculture in the 2017 budget is ₦

103.79 billion ($ 287.5 million), 1.39 percent of the total passed budget of ₦7.44 trillion ($

20.61 billion). This is below the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

recommendation that at least 10 percent of annual national budget should be for capital

expenditure in the agriculture sector. The Federal Ministry of Environment was given a

financial budget of ₦ 12.47 billion ($ 34.68 million). Present budgets, if maintained, will be

insufficient for the realisation of climate smart agriculture and reforestation.
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Image two (2): Pastoral cattle farming in Nigeria.
Source: Punch Newspaper  2016.



2.0 DISCUSSIONS AND RECCOMENDATIONS

The ability of Nigeria to achieve the Nigeria’s Intended Nationally Determined

Contribution (INDC), by 2030, is dependent on:

 The Government’s political will to partner with the private sector on a profit-based and

regulatory agreement.

 The ability of the Government to effectively communicate its intentions to the masses,

whose prejudice may be politically used to the detriment of the INDC. The Government

must realise that perception is greater than intention.

 Prompt and improved legislative Bills and Government policies, which do not contradict one

another or give room for further delay in the implementation of the INDC.

Several years of trust betrayal on the part of the Government, has made the people to be

sceptical of new policies and Public-Private ventures. The present state of the electricity sector

in Nigeria has made the citizens to be more weary of government partnerships with the private

sector. The notion is narrative of the people supersedes any motive of the Government. The

present administration need to communicate their genuine intentions to people at a grassroots

level in a language they understand.

The following recommendations have thus been suggested so as to help the Federal

Government actualise the Nigeria’s Intended Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC) by

2030.

 The Petroleum Industry Governance Bill 2017 should be revised to allow more time for the

prosecution of litigations against environmental offenders in the petroleum industry. This is

against the present restriction of litigation period to 12 months. This will enable stakeholders

and concerned citizens to take civil actions against oil and gas companies who commit

environmental offences including gas flaring.

 The expeditious passage of the Gas Flaring Prohibition and Punishment Bill 2017, with

inclusion of the good suggestions by stakeholders at the public hearing in June 2017, will

help end gas flaring and improve the economy of the country.

 The Government needs to make policies which will restore the faith of foreign investors in

its ability to keep to agreements and allow tariff and fare prices to be determined by cost.

This will enable more investments in the electricity, public transportation, and

infrastructure development sectors.

 Tolls: Emission tolls should be introduced to restrict Nigerians from the purchase of some

used vehicles which emit very high amounts of greenhouse gases. Road tolls should also

be reintroduced on Federal roads to generate funding for the construction of Nigeria’s

large undeveloped road networks.

 Agricultural extension schemes should be carried to sensitise farmers against the cultural

practice of bush burning. Activities of oil palm mills and other agricultural processing

centres should also be regulated so as to reduce emissions. An incentive based structure,

such as purchasing products from mills, which adhere to regulations and enrolling them

automatically for Government schemes such as the fertilizer initiative, will help reduce

environmental pollution in the sector.

 Establishment of restricted graze lands and ranches for livestock, including cattle, will

help with monitoring. This will enable the animals to consume diets which will reduce the

amount of greenhouse gases they produce.

 Budget for the Federal Ministry of Agriculture should be improved to finance research and

aid in the implementation of findings so as to promote smart agriculture.

 Citizens and concerned stakeholders such as The Pan African Centre for Climate Policy

(PACC policy) and Africa Resilient Collaborative (ARC) need to continuously engage the

Government on the progress of the INDC, not waiting until it’s a few years before 2030.
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Nigerian Vehicles emit 
1.49 trillion tons of

CO2E from year 2000 
to 2016

Cattle emitted 1.8 
million  metric tons of 
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8 billion 
cubic meters 
of gas flared 

annually

Nigeria’s Greenhouses Gas Emissions

Nigeria’s ability to achieve the, Intended Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC), by 2030, 

will depend greatly on how best the Government tackles these sets of environmental challenges. 
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ABOUT PACC POLICY

WHO ARE WE?

We are a team of self-motivated climate solutions enthusiasts from diverse professional background with

a strong affinity to advocate, preserve and conserve the African environment through systematic thinking

while working in line with national policies and international framework on climate change.

OUR HISTORY

At the Paris climate conference (COP21) in December 2015, 195 countries adopted the first-ever

universal, legally binding global climate deal. The agreement, which is due to enter into force in 2020

sets out a global action plan to put the world on track to avoid dangerous climate change by limiting

global warming to well below 2°C. The Pan African Centre for Climate Policy was formed based on the

policy direction of COP21, which our team of experts believes strongly, is the best way to go. We also

believe that the Paris agreement will be met only when strong networks and institutions such PCCP with

individuals who have the expertise in climate issues and passion to drive the implementation of the Paris

agreement through research and development, partnership, advocacy building and orientation, good

governance, and social accountability.

MISSION STATEMENT

To achieve for Africa a cleaner and safer environment.

VISION

To achieve by 2030 a drastic reduction of emission of greenhouse gases

To achieve for member countries an increased level of awareness on Climate Policies in line the United

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

To have by 2030 at least 100,000 trained climate change corps across member countries.

OUR APPROACH?

We believe in working with community-based organizations, government and non-governmental

organisations, private practitioners, environmental rights groups and individual planners to prioritize and

plan for adaptive measures and interventions within an international framework. Our integrated approach

lies on the premise that climate change affects all sectors (health, tourism and development, gender and

culture, housing, agro ecological, town and country planning). Given that nearly two thirds of those

earning less than $1.25 a day in developing nations across Africa make a living from agriculture – an

industry directly affected by climate change – rural communities will be one of our key focus for our

social intervention initiatives. We have an ambitious target to train over 5,000 young climate activists by

the end of 2017. Our approach is to spread the word about the dangers of climate change and how

collectively, individuals and groups can work together to address the key elements mentioned in the

Paris agreement.

FOCUS AREAS

 Dialogue with community as stakeholders to raise their awareness for collective participation and

promote environmental sustainability

 Set up an independent taskforce to monitor a country’s specific Paris Agreement initiatives through

efforts of local partners and trained climate change activists

 Establish working relations and linkages with public and private institutions working on

environmental and climate change projects

 Discuss regional policies on environment with focus on climate change mitigation and adaptation

 Organize public events and campaigns to raise awareness and public support on environmental

sustainability and climate change

 Work with women groups to empower them on resilience and adaptation against climate change

 Raise awareness on renewable energy policies as they relate to climate change and environment

 Encourage innovation in solar energy through research

 Establish climate change volunteer youth campus corps chapters in schools across Africa.

 Work with state institutions (legislative arm of governments) on the stated and agreed objective of

the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to reduce greenhouse gas

emissions to prevent dangerous levels of human interference with the climate system.

 Work with farmers to tackle climate change by educating them on environmentally friendly

methods of farming.

For more information about us or this publication;

Visit our website on: www.paccpolicy.org/

Email us at: reports@paccpolicy.org

Pan African Centre For Climate Policy. Incorporated In Ghana: CG038532017 & Canada: 1017199-9. IV
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ABOUT AFRICA RESILIENT COLLABORATIVE

Africa Resilient Collaborative (ARC or Africa Resilience for short) is a registered community-based

development organization in Ghana with collaborating presence in a number of other Africa countries. It

also maintains an office in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada.

ARC is a Pro-Poor community mobilizing and action organization that works with vulnerable and at-risk

populations to navigate the impacts of climate change and disaster risks. It works to help individuals and

communities acquire the requisite knowledge, skills and capabilities to buffer change, adapt to change,

learn from change, and to use current inevitable change events such as climate change and extreme

weather as drivers for stronger growth and development.

Africa Resilience draws its strength from change networks and partnership actions that bring diverse

collaborators and stakeholders together to harness resources, co-develop knowledge to facilitate the

creation of resilient and sustainable communities. Working with its different collaborators and partners in

Ghana and beyond, ARC’s primary focus is on the advancement of sustainable development thinking

and practice in local communities in Africa and to help these communities build socio-ecological

resilience.

While resilience in theory is defined as a system’s ability to readjust to changes or shocks and to bounce

back to full functionality. ARC takes a different position as we aspire to assist individuals and

communities to bounce forward rather than backward, and even better. That is to say ours is to work

with local communities and to enhance their capacities to better understand, anticipate, and prepare for

changes and disturbances (both sudden and slow onset) and to be able to withstand such changes in ways

that increases their functionality than previous. This is our concept of Resilience Building in the face of

climate change impacts and other associated stressors. While we work to prevent or reduce the impacts

of hazards, we also see hazards either actualized or anticipated as springboards for transformational

changes in the way people and communities think, live and act.

The mission of Africa Resilience is to help Communities Bounce Forward from the impacts of climate

change and other non-climate induced shocks and disturbances. Our vision is to foster local level

resilience through partnership learning and community-focused actions.

What we do

As a community-focused organization, ARC exists to support vulnerable local communities across

Africa to build resilience for sustainable development in the face of climate change impacts and other

non- climate-induced shocks and stressors.

Africa Resilience works to promote the goals of sustainable development by expanding, deepening

and demystifying the implications and applications of ‘resilience building’. For us, resilience building

is about taking advantage of change or shocks to transform the status quo. This we do through

proactive scenario analysis, foresight planning and capacity building programs that utilize community-

based resources.

Our partnerships and collaborative projects are defined by local realties and goals are set based on

projects which, invariably, are derived from our expert themes: Agriculture and Livelihood

Alternatives; Natural Resource Management; Water Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH);

Education, Learning and Knowledge Advancement; Health and Social Protection

What we believe in

Africa Resilience Collaborative believes that most of Africa’s social, ecological and environmental

challenges are intricately connected in Africa’s quest for sustainable development. ARC positions its

works in ways that highlight both the obvious and nuanced relationships that exist among themed

issues and creatively explore multi-focused and multi-purpose solutions.

ARC’s belief in partnerships and collaborations is anchored in its recognition and acknowledgement of

the interconnectedness of Africa’s different challenges. So, by mobilizing and engaging with different

partners and stakeholders at the community level and between and within countries, ARC draws its

operational strengths from a diverse pool of local knowledge sources, as well as subject or theme

experts with significant insights and expertise.

Finally, ARC believes in education, learning and the advancement of knowledge as fundamental

avenues for the building of sustainable and resilient communities in Africa. Thus, ARC remains a

foremost champion of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) in Africa.

Our Philosophy

ARC’s philosophy is to help communities bounce forward rather than ‘back’ from natural shocks and

disturbances. This, again, is anchored in the fact that coping with social, environmental and economic

shocks and challenges has always been a defining trait of Africans in their communities. It is part of

the Africa’s indomitable and a response to the reality of enduring perennial vulnerability as a way of

life. ARC’s position is: coping with change, shocks, and stressors is almost a given in most African

communities as history has shown. However, and in the face of climate change and associated extreme

events, some of these traditional coping strategies are no longer formidable and require new

approaches that are sustainable that.

For more information about us or this publication;

Visit our website www.africaresilience.com or

Email us at: Bobmanteaw@africaresilience.com V

http://www.africaresilience.com/
mailto:Bobmanteaw@africaresilience.com

